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In the Name of Allah the Most Merciful the Most Beneficent 


The misguided Jahmiyyah 

Abü 'Abdur-Rahmän Abdullah ibn Ahmad ihn Hanbal - radiÄllahu ’anhu wa ardähu - said 
in his book "As-Sunnah": 


Ad-gA' d idlhl djJll dp -dd ^1 p aUI tdjtj 'fK A”i?3 QA -Up aU -dAl 

:a!)I aAj Ailt -Up jll jad- ö^AAlj 


''All praise is due to Allah at the beginning of every speech and when remembering every 
blessing. And may the peace of Allah be upon Muhammad the Prophet and his family. He 
was asked about what the scholars said about the misguided Jahmiyyah and considering 
them as disbelievers and praying behind them? Abdullah - rahimahidläh - said: 


/ul 


1.1 heard my father (i.e. Ahmad ibn Hanbal) - rahimahidläh - say: “Whoever says: The Qurän 
is created, thenfor us he is a käfir. Because the Qurän isfrom the Knowledge ofAlläh - the Mighty 
and Majestic - and in it are the Names ofAlläh the Mighty and Majestic ." 


iij» i T < 
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fl* aJ 2^5 ^ aj! y-y, aA y^_s Jfjsz jll lil : Cyd. tiul Ao dj 


2.1 heard my father - rahimahullah - say: "If a man says: The Knowledge (of Allah) is created, 
then he is käfir. Because he Claims that He did not have any knowledge until He created it." 


jp lul fd c^Jd~3 A A jy* ü lJuJI lA ^iAC-up :<J^ IA ‘‘dyA. ^aA)' £ Aj uu 


3.1 heard my father - rahimahulläh - say: "Whoever says: The Qurän is created, thenfor us he is 
a käfir. Because the Qurän is from the Knowledge of Allah - the Mighty and Majestic." He - the 
Mighty and Majestic - said: 


CA 


ÜplA U» Jjd 4-j dJ-AL>- JA® 


"Then whoever argues with you about it after that of the knowledge (i.e. the Qurän) 

which has come to you." (Ali 'Imran 3:61) 
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5^3 y 


And He - the Mighty and Majestic - said: 

Ixj cu*-L>l yi> <_£.1a jj Ji ^4-^-? Yj .iy4-dl d-hf- L y^y 1}'$ 

jyyj *^3 tJd 3^ dr? d-^ j*-bdl Üf-lA c£Ä^l 


"And never will the Jews or the Christians be satisfied with you until you follow their 
religion. Say: ‘Verily, the guidance of Allah is the (only) guidance.’ And if you were to 
follow their desires after what has come to you of knowledge (i.e. the Qurän), you would 
have against Allah no protector or helper." (Al-Baqarah 2:120) 


5^3 A J^3 


And He - the Mighty and Majestic - said: 

aLj ^.jLL Laj ^ | -1 .* ^jLL Laj ddxLj La 331 IjJjl ^JJl 

(j^aJliaJl ^aJ lij dJl) ^J^a La Jjd J^a pjhgjjjd C-aädjl 



"And if you brought to those who were given the Scripture every sign, they would not 
follow your qiblah. Nor will you be a follower of their qiblah. Nor would they be 
followers of one another's qiblah. So if you were to follow their desires after what has 
come to you of knowledge (i.e. the Qurän), indeed, you would then be among the 

wrongdoers." (Al-Baqarah 2:145) 


H A Jlij 


And He - the Mighty and Majestic - said: 






iijLy 




’jä-\ äj v! 


"Verily, His is the creation and the command. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all the 

worlds" (Al-A’räf 7:54) 


« jV I & :dt J\ Jvs 
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My father said: "And the creation is something eise than the command." 1 * * 


A jp Jlij 


And He - the Mighty and Majestic - said: 




A, 


ü*3 


"But whoever disbelieves in it from the (various) groups." (Hud 11:17) 


{oJLPji jiUli} " 




cs 


jll :äl 4>j J\ jll 


My father - rahimahullah - said: "Sa'id ihn jubayr said: And the groups are: all of the (other) 
religions (than Isläm). ‘Then thefire is their abode/ (Hud 11:17)" 


Aj jp 


And He - the Mighty and Majestic - said: 


olüjjl d-UdSjj *_ ■> \S> aJ^j aJ) Aj JÖpl öl Oj 4 1 Ld A■./»«; 

<Jlj Sfj aü( jj- 4 ddJ I 4 ü«.Ia IöJjö jÖas.Ijj&i ö^3 


“And among the (opposing) groups are those who deny part of it (i.e. the Book). Say: 'I 
have verily been commanded to worship Allah and not associate (anything) with Him. 
To Him I invite, and to Him is my return.' And thus We have revealed it as an Arabic 
legislation. And if you should follow their desires after what has come to you of 
knowledge, you would not have against Allah any ally or any protector." 

(Ar-Ra’d 13:36-37) 


1 Allah creates the creation by commanding it to be, such as in His - the Exalted - words: 


J 


öt '4 IS! Sjit Lc) 


"Verily, His Command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says to it: ‘Be!’, and it is." (Yä-SIn 36 : 82 ) 

The word "Be!" is His command. According to the Jahmiyyah, then this word is created, which necessitates 
that another command had been given for that to be created, and another command for that, and so on forever. 
That cannot be correct, and this proves that the creation and the command are to different things. 
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iSbGJl SLpI y.j bb T ijl ;L&yp Vj 4xJdJ~\ dlb- ^ J5-^ d-lh :<JyLj th)l AAj x^xx 1 — 4 

( <j_jb~ bTjaJl : jlS y» L_ii>- ^xj 


4. I heard my father - rahimahulläh - say: "Whoever has this opinion then Al-jumu'ah is not 
prayed behind him nor other (prayers). Except that we do not leave coming to the prayer. So ifa man 
prays, then he repeats his prayer. This means: (prays) behind the one who says: The Qurän is created." 

»ÄjjHxiJlj £jju J^ a[>~ ^ t^dJl *_äL>- LoSd^2]\ y. hjl y c-JhA — 5 


5.1 asked my father - rahimahullah - about the prayer behind the people of bid'ah. He said: 
"One do not pray behind them, such as the Jahmiyyah and the Mu'tazilah 2 ." 




OOx-^jS s S S * } s 's 

xfxJ “A Ou hl» : J yC tAjjl 


6.1 heard my father - rahimahullah - say: "Ifthe judge is ajahmi, then do not testify with him (i.e. 
in his court)." 


tjLiT (. QU:^Jg yj x^xx 1 : y> aIA lt-djUlJl yj auI xs. fy* Jy- ~ 


7. Al-Hasan ihn Tsa, the mawlä of Abdullah ihn Al-Mubärak, narrated to me that Hammäd 
ihn Qirät narrated to us and said: I heard Ibrahim ihn Tahmän say: "The Jahmiyyah are kuffär 
and the Qadariyyah 3 are kuffär." 


C I CA ^ ^ ^ Ö La-T-»» l * j-Xix-X I LaJ U?— c ^^X-&-. ■O S ^ i. — ji yj bh-d I X^- Lo U?— c | i \jv^ L s j * S ^ La? ^yJ t 8 

|>~j js A d Jdb Ldj tüd jjtU^ A.ü_? dli tAjjJ-dlj y« yd» QlS 


8. Muhammad ihn Sälih Al-Basri, the mawlä of bani Häshim, narrated to me that Abdul- 
Mälik ihn Qarib Al-Asma'i narrated to us that Al-Mu'tamir bin Sulaymän At-Taymi 
narrated to us from his father who said: "There is not a people who are more invalidating oflsläm 


2 Al-Mu'tazilah is a misguided sect that ascribes to Islam. Among their belief are: that the one who commits a 
major sin not is a believer nor as disbeliever, rather he is a place between these two States. They reject the 
Attributes of Allah just like the Jahmiyyah. They believe that the slave is independent in his deeds from the 
Will and Decree of Allah, opposite of the Jahmiyyah Jabariyyah. Due to this they were called Al-Qadariyyah. 
They believe that the Muslim who commits a major sin will stay in hell-fire eternally, opposite of the 
Jahmiyyah who say that the Muslim who commits a major sin never will enter into hell-fire. Due to this the 
Mu'tazilah was also called Al-Wa'idiyyah. 

3 Al-Qadariyyah is a sect that belief in the opposite of Al-Jabariyyah regarding the deeds of the slave. They 
believe that the slave creates their own deeds independent of Allah - the Exalted - and his Qadr. 
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than the Jahmiyyah and the Qadariyyah. Regarding the Jahmiyyah then theyfought with Allah the 
Exalted, and regarding the Qadariyyah then they said (evil things) about Allah the Mighty and 
Majestic." 




Os*. f.0 iOs* s J> ~sO* tl |0|J10- , -' 0 f s O 

( 4 " Cf- JA) - ” 

'J 


9. Ahmad ihn Ibrahim Ad-Dawraqi narrated to me (and said:) Zuhayr ihn Nu'aym As- 
Sijistäm Al-Bäbi - trustworthy - narrated to me: I heard Saläm ihn Abi Muti' say: "The 
Jahmiyyah are kuffär and one does not pray behind them." 


Commentary: 

Why did the scholars declare takfir upon the Jahmiyyah, and why were the Jahmiyyah 
regarded as those worst in kufr among all the misguided sects? 


Waki' ihn Al-Jarrah - rahimahullah - said: 

'J Aq Asyij'j ^JAj A Li-^lLp ^fs. tJyl A A fdA <l)TyA 

< ***s O s '• >\s 

y* jjjwb 


"The Qurän is the Words of Allah - the Mighty and Majestic - which Jibril brought to Muhammad 
- may peace be upon both ofthem. Every follower ofhawä (lust and desires) knows Allah - the Mighty 
and Majestic - and knows who he is worshipping, except the Jahmiyyah. They don't know who they 
are worshipping." 

(As-Sunnah by Abdullah ihn Imäm Ahmad ihn Hanbal) 

And 'Abdullah ihn Al-Mubärak - rahimahullah - said: 




"We can narrate the words of the Jews and the Christians, but we cannot narrate the words of the 
Jahmiyyah. ” 

(Khalq Af'äl Al-'Ibäd by Al-Bukhäri) 

So what is that the Jahmiyyah have said and believe in, in order to deserve this takfir and 
these criticizing words? And who are the Jahmiyyah to begin with? 
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The Jahmiyyah is a misguided sect that ascribes to Islam. They were the followers of Jahm 
Ihn Safwän - thus the name Jahmiyyah - who took the ta'til (invalidation) from Al-Ja'd ihn 
Dirham. Among their beliefs is that they invalidate and reject the Names and Attributes of 
Allah - the Mighty and Majestic - while claiming that these necessitate tashbih (comparing) 
the Creator with the creation. Due to this ta'til of the apparent meaning they were also called 
Al-Mu'attilah. 

And their madhhab regarding the deeds of the slaves is that they are forced to do the good 
and bad that they do, without having any capability or choice, and due to this they were 
called Al-jabariyyah. 

They were also those who said that the Qurän is created. This Statement is the topic of this 
article. The salaf would consider this Statement as being kufr due to several reasons. Among 
these reasons are: 


1. That saying the Quran is created means to negate the attribute of speaking for Allah the 
Mighty and Majestic, while Allah - the Exalted - said: 


tfjJj 






& 


"And Allah spoke to Musa directly." (An-Nisa 4:164) 

Furthermore the reality of the revelation is that Allah speaks. 

They did not only say that the Qurän is created, rather they entirely negated that Allah 
speaks, and they said that claiming this is tashbih and kufr, due to comparing the Creator 
with the creation in the attribute of speaking. 

So they negated the reality of the prophet-hood which is Words from Allah, delivered 
through an angel to someone from His creation who then conveys it to His slaves. And by 
doing this they committed kufr because they negated and rejected something clear - which 
is Allah speaking. 

So when asked: ‘Ifyou say that Allah does not speak, then what is this Qurän?' Then they would 
answer: 'It is a creation among His Creations.' 

But this is not the meaning of speaking in the Arabic language. Rather speaking is an 
attribute which is attributed to the one who performs it. And therefore the evidence given 
by Imäm Ahmad - rahimahulläh - when he mentioned the verse of Allah: 
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"Verily, His is the creation and the command. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of all the 

worlds" (Al-A’räf 7:54) 

Here Allah made a difference between the creation and the command. But the Jahmiyyah 
said that they are one and the same thing. 

This wicked belief lead them to saying - among many other things - that the saying of Allah 
which is mentioned in the verse: 


Lj &\ (ff q,\ t of öjstJüi ißjCjS\ 3iidi j $gi ^ u£i Uli 


"So when he (i.e. Musa) reached it (i.e. the fire), he was called from the right side of the 
valley, in the blessed place from the tree: ‘0 Müsä, verily I am Allah, the Lord of all the 

worlds.”’ (Al-Qasas 28:30) 


Or in the verse: 


<jjQ oD^Ji (»ilj jjdilS (ff Vl aJI V äl (ff Jl 


"Verily, I am Allah. Lä iläha illa Ana (none has the right to be worshipped but I), so worship 
Me, and perform the prayer for My Remembrance." (Tä-Hä 20:14) 

Then this was not Allah speaking, rather it was the tree speaking. 

Abdullah ihn Ahmad ihn Hanbal - rahimahulläh - said: 


D D**» : y üA' y My :DlS A y aIp y. j^Ip y\ ^yJA>- 

Dlv?» : jll DjUDl Jiil jüp J,l t" yilA[14 : 4 h] V <&l' öl l?*!} «35*^1 

»lljiit jAj ül jäfc ^3 jp äl OlfU Dill slSlp Ai /f 


"Abu 'Amr Muhammad ihn ‘Abdul-'Aziz ihn Ahü Rizmah narrated to me and said: “I heard Abü 
Al-Wazir Muhammad ihn A'yan say: 'Whoever says regarding this verse: " Verily, I am Alläh. Lä 
iläha illa Ana, so worship Me." (Tä-Hä 20:14), that it is created then he is käfir.' So I went to 
Abdulläh ihn Al-Mubärak and informed him (about this). He said: 'Abü Muhammad has spoken the 
truth, may Allah protect him. Allah - the Mighty and Majestic - would not command that we should 
worship something created.'" 
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The misguided Jahmiyyah 


Ihn Taymiyyah - rahimahullah - said regarding the harsh words of the salaf when 
mentioning the Jahmiyyah: 






"So the meaning ofthe words ofthese salaf - may Allah he pleased with them - is that whoever says: 


'Verily the Words of Allah are created; He created them in the tree or in something eise' -just as this 
jahmi mu'tazill which the question was about said - then the reality ofhis saying is: Verily the tree 


is the one who said to Musa: "Verily, I am Allah. La ilaha illa Ana, so worship Me." And 


whoever says: This (statement) is created, he has said this (i.e. that the tree said it). So this created 
(statement) with him is like Fir'awn who said: "I am your lord the most high." They are both 


created and they both said this. So ifthe saying of Fir'awn is kufr, then the saying ofthese (Jahmiyyah) 
is also kufr." 

(Majmü' Al-Fatäwä v. 12, p. 509) 


2. The second reason that stating that the Quran is created is kufr, is that Allah has made the 


Quran His knowledge. The evidence for this are many verses, among which is the verse: 



"Then whoever argues with you about it after that of the knowledge (i.e. the Quran) 


which has come to you." (Ali 'Imran 3:61) 


And many similar verses which was mentioned in the beginning of this article. 

So if someone says that the knowledge of Allah is created then the reality of their statement 
is that Allah was ignorant until He created the knowledge, and this is clear cut kufr. 

3. The third reason is, that the Jahmiyyah with this statement allowed worshipping 
something eise than Allah, and they themselves are mushrikün (worshippers of something 
eise than Allah). And shirk entered upon them from several angles. Among these are: 

That the Prophet (sallAllähu alayhi wa sallam) used to seek refuge with the complete Words 
of Allah from the evil which He has created. 
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Khawlah bint Hakim As-Sulamiyyah - radiAllahu 'anha - said: 

^ jjb- d j“"“ ilr? auI oLil^ö S^pI Jli p <JjJ (JjJLj yAj Ap lu! a1)I c**p" 

AUi aJ^U 


"I heard f/ie Messenger of Allah (sallAllähu alayhi wa sallam) say: 'Whoever arrives at a 
place and then says: I seek refuge with the complete Words of Allah front the evil which He 
has created', then nothing will harm him until he leaves that place.'" 

(Sahih Muslim) 


So when the Words of Allah - according to the Jahmiyyah - are created, then this 
necessitates that it is allowed seeking refuge with something created. And seeking refuge 
with something created in something which it is not capable of is shirk akbar. 


Shirk also entered upon them from the angle of them saying that the Words of Allah and 
His Names and Attributes are created, while Allah says: 


ÖjLLxj \jj\S' La (3 L)j-C>dJ ^ o^poLs ^LcA/l aWj 


"And Allah has the most beautiful names so invoke Him by them. And leave those who 
reject His Names. They will be recompensed for what they used to do." (Al-A’räf 7:180) 

So when they claimed that the names of Allah are created, then the reality of their claim was 
that it is allowed to invoke something created. 

So whoever Claims that the names of Allah are created, then he has claimed that Allah has 
allowed for us to worship something created, and this negates the meaning of Lä iläha illa 
Allah. 


Muhammad ihn Isma'il Al-Bukhan - rahimahullah - narrated: 

3 a)j! Ap aap L3 :<J^ clJAj! 3 ^A) ^ :<Jt9 1 Ap 3 -dA LtdP- 

3?-*» : Jd A :jlS :jd A :<JdI dTjäJl \dfyC L? djA ^ tl li :JUsi 

dTydl d)l jA) ly> äijLjil sAy* Jdt jy <AyA Cr^ " : < 3 ^ JA? 3« : jü «?. . . .ji-A» : A : JlS 

Aüll c J1 lA*" :a)) 1 (J^dj di -di 

xS~\jJ ^ AL*J <ulsti (jli cAJObJjl Ijjkj c I 3 
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"Muhammad ibn Abdullah Abü Ja'far Al-Baghdädl narrated to us and said: I heard Abü Zakariyyä 
Yahyä ihn Yüsuf Az-Zimml who said: ’We were with 'Abdullah ihn Idns when a man came to him 
and said: 'O Abü Muhammad, what do you say about a peopie who says: The Qurän is created?' So 
he said: 'Are they from the Jews?' He answered: 'No'. He asked: 'Then from the Christians?' He 
answered: 'No'. He asked: 'Then from the Majüs?' He answered: 'No'. So he asked: 'From who then?' 
He answered: 'From the peopie ofTawhid.' He said: 'These people are not from the people ofTawhid. 
These peopie are zanädiqah (disbeiievers, heretics). Whoever Claims that the Qurän is created, then 
he has ciaimed that Allah is created. Allah says: In the Name of Allah Ar-Rahmän (the Most 
Merciful) Ar-Rahlm (the Most Beneficent) (Al-Fätiha 1:1). So Allah is not created, and Ar- 
Rahmän is not created, and Ar-Rahim is not created. This is thefoundation of the zanädiqah. Whoever 
says this then the curse of Allah is upon him. Do not sit with them and do not marry from them or to 
them.'" 

(Khalq Af'äl Al-'Ibäd by Al-Bukhäri, and 'Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal has a similar 
Version in As-Sunnah) 

Based on all of this then the one who Claims the Qurän is created is like one who has ciaimed 
that Allah is created. And the one who says that the Qurän is not created, is like the one who 
says Lä iläha illa Alläh. 

May the peace and abundant blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and 
companions, and whoever follows them in goodness until the Day of Judgement. 


Abu Hajar 
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